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Life Cycle

Lichens are classified into three
groups as to their body form. The
lichen body may be leaflike in
organization, or foliose (Figure 2),

Figure 1. Lichen growth on trunk of

oak tree.
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crust-like, or crustose (Figure 3) or shrublike, or
fruticose (Figure 4). Lichens are dispersed by frag-
ments of the lichen body being carried by wind,
water or animals.

Figure 3. Crustose lichen on rock.

Management

Control in the home landscape is usually not
necessary. If lichens become too unsightly or abundant,
they can usually be brushed off stems or tree trunks
with a stiff brush when the lichens are dry.
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Figure 4. Shrublike (fruticose) lichen (photo
courtesy R. Tumlison, Henderson State Univ.).
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