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Overview 

• Who is NASS and what do we do? 

• What is the annual Crop Values report and 
how are the values calculated? 

• Review the preliminary 2014 marketing year 
average (MYA) prices 

• Historic comparisons between the preliminary 
and final NASS MYA prices for selected crops 

 



Agency Overview 

• The USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is the data collection arm 
of USDA 

• NASS conducts hundreds of surveys every year and prepares reports covering 
virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture 
– Production and supplies of food and fiber 
– Prices paid and received by farmers 
– Farm labor and wages 
– Farm finances 
– Chemical and fertilizer use 
– Demographics of U.S. producers 
– Census of Agriculture and Census Follow-on Surveys 

• Data are collected from the source: producers, processors, millers, etc. 
• Respondent data are strictly confidential (US Code Title 7 Section 2276 and the 

Confidential Information Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act) 
• Reports are released at set times, dates 
• Mission: To provide timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. 

agriculture 



 



Agency Overview 

• NASS official estimates are all released to the public at the 
same time 

• A data release calendar can be found on the NASS website at 
www.nass.usda.gov 

• Each year, NASS produces over 400 individual reports 

• Data can be queried from our website using the quick stats 
link at: http://quickstats.nass.usda.gov/ 



Agency Overview 

www.nass.usda.gov 



Agency Overview  

 

 



Crop Values Report 



Crop Values Report 

• The report is released each year in late February.  For 2015, the 
release date was February 24, 2015. 

 

• Includes average prices and values of production for the major field 
crops and many specialty crops. 

 

• All the prices in this report are marketing year average (MYA) prices.  
The MYA for the current marketing year is a preliminary price. 

 

• Each state MYA price is based on sales in the months comprising its 
marketing year, while U.S. MYA prices are based on sales during the 
standard U.S. marketing year for each crop. 



Crop Values Report 

• U.S. MYA prices for corn, sorghum, oats, barley, wheat, rice, 
soybeans, peanuts, flaxseed, sunflower, canola, upland 
cotton, and hay are computed by weighting U.S. monthly 
prices by monthly marketings for the U.S. marketing year. 

• State and U.S. preliminary 2014 MYA prices for corn, sorghum, 
oats, barley, wheat, rice, soybeans, flaxseed, sunflower, 
canola, upland cotton, dry edible beans, chickpeas, dry edible 
peas, Austrian winter peas, lentils, peanuts, and potatoes are 
based on entire month price data through December 2014, 
and except for cotton and peanuts, allowances are made for 
the portion of the 2014 crop to be marketed during the 
remainder of each crop’s 2014 marketing year. 



Crop Values Report 

• State value of production is computed by multiplying each 
state price by its production. 

 

• U.S. value of production is the sum of state values for all 
states listed for the crop. 

 

• Estimates in this report should not be confused with cash 
receipts which relate to sales during a calendar year 
irrespective of the year of production. 



Marketing Year – U.S. 
United States Marketing Year Dates, by commodity, and final MYA 

publication release 

 

 CROP Marketing Year   Final MYA Published 

• Corn  September 1 – August 31  Sept Price Release 

• Cotton August 1 – July 31  Oct Price Release 

• Hay  May 1 – April 30  Aug Price Release 

• Peanuts August 1 – July 31  Aug Price Release 

• Rice  August 1 – July 31  Jan Price Release 

• Sorghum September 1 – August 31  Sept Price Release 

• Soybeans September 1 – August 31  Sept Price Release 

• Wheat June 1 – May 31   Aug Price Release 

 

Preliminary MYA prices are published in the February Crop Values report 

 

 



Marketing Year - Arkansas 
Arkansas Marketing Year Dates, by commodity, and final MYA publication 

release 

 

 CROP Marketing Year   Final MYA Published 

• Corn  August 1 – July 31   Nov Price Release 

• Cotton August 1 – July 31   Oct Price Release 

• Hay  May 1 – April 30   Aug Price Release 

• Peanuts August 1 – July 31   Aug Price Release 

• Rice  August 1 – July 31   Jan Price Release 

• Sorghum August 1 – July 31   Sept Price Release 

• Soybeans September 1 – August 31   Sept Price Release 

• Wheat June 1 – May 31   Aug Price Release 

 

 

Preliminary MYA prices are published in the February Crop Values report 



Marketing Year Publication 



Marketing Year Definitions 



Marketing Year Definitions 



States in U.S. Marketing Year Price Estimates 



States in U.S. Marketing Year Price Estimates 



2014 Crop Values Report 



2014 Crop Values Report 



2014 Crop Values Report 



2014 Crop Values Report 



Historical Data Comparisons 

• How does the preliminary MYA price from the 
Crop Values Report compare to the season 
final MYA price for each commodity? 



Historical Data Comparisons 

Corn, Preliminary and Final MYA Prices, Arkansas and U.S. 



Historical Data Comparisons 

Upland Cotton, Preliminary and Final MYA Prices, Arkansas and U.S. 



Historical Data Comparisons 

All Rice, Preliminary and Final MYA Prices, Arkansas and U.S. 



Historical Data Comparisons 

Grain Sorghum, Preliminary and Final MYA Prices, Arkansas and U.S. 



Historical Data Comparisons 

Soybeans, Preliminary and Final MYA Prices, Arkansas and U.S. 



Historical Data Comparisons 

Winter Wheat, Preliminary and Final MYA Prices, Arkansas and U.S. 



Historical Data Comparisons 

All Hay, Preliminary and Final MYA Prices, Arkansas and U.S. 



Upcoming Reports 

• March Grain Stocks Report March 31 

• March Rice Stocks Report  March 31 

• March Prospective Plantings March 31 

 



Delta Regional Contacts 

 
Becky Cross Regional Director  Becky.cross@nass.usda.gov 

Eugene Young Regional Deputy Director Eugene.young@nass.usda.gov 

   Office phone number 501-228-9926 

 

Nathan Crisp State Statistician – LA Nathan.crisp@nass.usda.gov 

   Office phone number 225-922-1362 

 

Esmerelda Dickson State Statistician – MS Esmerelda.dickson@nass.usda.gov 

   Office phone number 601-359-1259 
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