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Harvest the Sky with Rain Barrels

Did you know that a one-inch rain across a 1,000-square foot roof generates over 600 gallons of water? 
With the installation of a rain barrel, you can capture hundreds of gallons of free water off your home every year to help irrigate your landscape. Rain barrels also help direct moisture away from building foundations and can help reduce stormwater runoff which can carry pollutants like nutrients, sediment, oil, grease and bacteria to regional water resources.

While rain barrels and cisterns are not a new idea, there is a renewed interest among homeowners to install and use them.  They are available commercially, but the design and cost can vary greatly. However, with a few tools, rain barrels can be easy and inexpensive to build yourself.

Based on a design from Beaver Water District, the UA Division of Agriculture Cooperative Extension fact sheet, “Building Rain Barrels to Harvest Rainwater ” (FSA 9534) outlines the steps for constructing a 55-gallon rain barrel. The fact sheet is available online at www.uaex.edu, search “rain barrels”. The Washington County Extension office also offers “Make and Take” rain barrel workshops where all of the tools, parts and instructions are provided. If you would like to be notified of upcoming workshop opportunities, please call 479-444-1755.

We’re all familiar with the children’s rhyme, “Rain, rain go away - come again some other day.”  But, considering the value of captured rainfall, gardeners who have discovered rain barrels may reinvent the lyrics to now say, “Rain, rain, please stay – let me use you another day!”
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